> 



> 




This Way Out 

c/o The Self -Education Foundation 

P.O. Box 30790 

Philadelphia, pa 19104 



A £ 



how to get 
. out of 

school and 

on with 

your life 

a resource guide 



Published by The Self Education Foundation, aooo. 

cover design by COMBUSTmedia, 1999. ^concern @tao.ca> 






-V 



Do you want to be in school? 
Do you think you have a choice? 

What would keep you in school if 
you didn't want to be there? 

Laws? 

Dreams of college? 

Fear of a lifetime of fast food work? 

This society is addicted to school. We're addicted to doing things 
we hate because we think we have to get used to it. We're addicted 
to a high school-college-career model of success. 

BUT WHAT IF WE TOLD YOU THAT 
YOU HAVE OTHER OPTIONS? 

What if we told you that you could drop out of school and your life 
might even get better? 

What if we told you that every day young people leave school for 
good and go on to learn anything they want, learn ski s by doing 
them start their own businesses, get good jobs, go to college, travel, 
and follow their passions? What if we told you that you don t have 
to be a rich kid with 100% supportive parents to jump off into the 
world of self-education? 



Teach Your Own, by John Holt. A homeschooling handbook. Offers 
eood answers to the questions everyone always asks self-educators, like what 
about socialization? ' and so on. Unfortunately, Holt really had a focus on 
young children, but the book is still helpful. 

Learning Ail The Time, by John Holt. This book demonstrates that chil- 
dren without being coerced or manipulated, can and do pick up the ba- 
*? from the world around them. Hoh suggests simple ways anyone can 
give children the slight assistance they may need to learn reading, writing, 

math science, and music. , 

A Sense of Self: Listening to Homcschooled Adolescent Girts, by Susannah 
Sheffer This book suggests that the self-hatred that seems to accompany 
adolescent girlhood has more to do with the disrespect and disempowerment 
of schooling than with hormones. 

Interesting History , o^^rv 

Dumbing Us Down, by John Taylor Gatto. An easy read about the nasty 
history and trends of public school education. 

A People's History oj the Vnited States, by Howard Zinn. History isnt 
really as boring as your 3rd period class made it out to be. This best-selling 
book eives a new look at American history. 

A Primer on Libertarian Education, by Joel Spring. Here is the uncov- 
ered history of those who were opposed to education in the hands of the 
Government. Goes back to the 1700s! 

Other Publications 

Drop Out Magazine. 1114 21st, Sacramento, CA 95814 (916 441 
5526 Our favorite! A voice for young people who hate school want to or 
have dropped out and what they do instead. Comes out roughly twice a 
vear $1 for an issue, $5 for a subscription. 

" Growing Without Schooling Magazine. 2269 Massachusetts A* Cam- 
bridge MA 02140 (617) 864-3100. This magazine was slated by John Holt 
o^Oyearsago.Amon.h.y magazine M*-^-^^ 
homeschoolers and their families. Every January. G WS puts out a «»<"« 
5: JinchTding .oca. support groups, homeschool-friendly lawyers and other 

professionals and so on. 



Many .hanks to: Alexis Buss. Mat, Height. Pam Davis. ^«t Katrina 
Marcus, Diane I. Fleming, jamar Ralford, Steve Thcbcrge Cauhn K.ely, Kit™. 
Hendry, and everyone else who helped make this pamphlet happen. 
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Li/c and Eduction, by Grace Llewellyn. The ^™££**°^1 
people in school who want to get out of school. Th.s book makes people 
Kike they can Anything. This is the number one book we would rec- 
ornmend to any school-aged person. Spectacular resource 1st loo. 

Freedom Challenge: African American Homeschoolers by Grace 
Llewellyn Th.s book tackles the question of whether homeschool.ng IS some- 
0,Tg only white people do. The resounding answer is No! Mostly inier- 
v.ews with homeschooling families, this book also has a great resource sec- 

110,1 «alUve d s: Eleven Teenagers Who Don'! Go to School, by Grace Llewellyn. 
Detailed accounts of the actual experiences of homeschooled teenagers, in- 

dUd le L^« Handbook How .0 Use the Whole World as Your Child's 
Classroom, by Mary Griffith. Unschooling "how-lo"s with quotations from 
2S unsdrooling parents. This book is aimed at parents but >s probably 
helpful to kids and is pretty easy to find in the Free Library system. 

The Handbook of Alternative Education, by jerry Mint*. A geograph.c 
guide lo the span of options outside of public school. 

Criticism of School and How to Change Things 

Despooling Our Lives, edited by Matt Hem. Collection of essays ar- 
ticles, and book excerpts published by authors in the self-education field 

How Children Fail, by John Holt. This classic book, which has deeply 
affected many people's lives, looks at what school is actually like for chil- 
dren and how much of what is done in school prevents, rather than encour- 

aees real learning. _ . , , 

' How Children Learn, by John HoU. This loving and insightful look at 
the way children learn challenges traditional assumptions and schooling 

Escape From Childhood, by John Holt. Youth rights! An examination of 
the way adults treat young people and common sense thinking about how 
voune people should be treated. 

What Do I Do Monday? by John Holt. Holt writes here about what is 
wrong with grading, what can help troubled children, and the difference 
between "teacher as cop" and "teacher as guide." 

Freedom And Beyond, by John Holt. Many of the questions with which 
self-educaiors continually wrestle are addressed in this. What happens when 
people who are not used to making choices about their learning suddenly 
get this opportunity? Holt also writes about why schooling cannot cure pov- 
erty and what despooling would mean for poor people. 






THISWAY OUT 




Whv did we put together this pamphtet? 

Most of the information about high school drop outs foc»*SO« Mte 
problems and faifures of the individuals. But what about •* P»^££ 
The schools, Who is discussing the damage that is done by ^staying to schooL 
We wrote this pamphlet because we wanted lo create a reso urce by young 
£op.e. for young people that identifies schools no, ««•*££ 
with no future. We wanted to share the stones of a few ol the amaz. g 
Cl we k-w. to provtde a reality-check for the hes we,e al 1 been fed 

by the school system and some inspiratton for people to take contro 

their learnine both in and out of school. 

We didnX write this to encourage every student to drop out. Us a 

persona, choice that takes a lo, of thought. On the other >»»£«^ 

make resources and information available so that leaving school .s a 

0Pt ■ 0n w^h:t^C^.w„teusbackwHh your stones, questions and 
suggestions for how we could improve this resource gu.de. 
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Table of Contents 

This Pamphlet has three parts: Answers to Common Concerns 
About Quitting School, Interviews with Successful Dropouts, and 
a Resource Guide. Please read them in whatever order you wish. 

ftj introduction 

%^ Common Concerns about Quitting School 

%J How Dare You Tell People to Drop Out! 

\Q Dispelling the Myth of the Unemployed Dropout: 
An Interview with Diane I. Fleming 

\ff When School Gets in the Way of Your Education: 
An Interview with Jamar Ralford 

^y Being Queer in High School: 

An Interview With Katrina Hendry 

\£} Taking Your Life Into Your Own Hands: 

An Interview with Caitlin Kiely and Steve Theberge 

^J Resource Guide 



to go to college but can't stand high school take advantage of this program. 
Most colleges and universities have an early admission program. You should 
contact colleges you might be interested in and ask them about require- 
ments. Usually you have to write extra essays about why you are ready for 
college. 

This brings up another point about colleges in general: if you want to 
leave high school but think you won't ever be able to gel into any colleges 
a good way to deal with this is to call up colleges you like and ask them 
what they would suggest. They might tell you to stay in school, or they 
might tell you that they have a special admissions counselor to deal with 
homeschoolers. They might tell you that you'll need a portfolio or that you'll 
need to be able to prove that you've been studying a second language. You 
never know, it might not be as strict as you think. 

You can find most colleges on the internet, and public libraries have 
big books with information on every single college in them. Ask your librar- 
ian for help finding colleges you're interested in and then call them with 
your questions about early admissions. 

Websites 

These sites are outstanding resources, offering booklists, quotes from 
Nobel prize winners who trash school, lots of website links to other people 
who are self-educated, discussion lists, resources by geography, and so on. 
Against Compulsory Schooling 

hupy/www.youthpower.net http://infoshop.org/kidzA_schooIs.himl 

http://www.hsunderground.com/ 

Student rights 

http://www.aclu.org/issues/student/hmes.html http://www.aclu-wi.org/youih 
Self-educated teens on the net 

http://centauri.nbtsc.org/saor/unHst/ http://learninfreedom.org 

http://www.midnightbeach.com/hs/ 

Books 

If you go to the library for hooks of this nature, tiny are generally classified 
370 through 372 in the Dewey Decimal system, LA through LC in the library oj 
Congress system. You can always ask a librarian to help you out. We've found just 
browsing through the stacks in the education section to he very helpful There are 
lots of books out there, but these, are a few of out favorites. 

Self- Education Resources 

The Teenage liberation Handbook: How to Quit School and Get a Real 
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can afford it, this is a great resource. Here is what their brochure ays bout 
Home Education: 'Home Study with Upaltinas Schoo is md.vidual zed _ ac- 
cording to the needs of each family We do not provtde a standard curncu- 
lum nor do we administer correspondence courses. We are approved to proc- 
tor exams for Penn State's High School Extension courses. We can .provide 
general guidelines and expectations based on state recommendations and 
from the perspective of Upattinas philosophy." You can also borrow books 
and materials from them, consult with them, find guidance about stale re- 
elements, and access their catalogue file. This would be a great resour 
for someone whose parents weren't quite sure and needed ^ethmg to 
make them more comfortable with the idea of leaving school. This way you 
are still affiliated with a school, though not a public school. 

Charter Schools ._,., 

Philadelphia has several charter schools. The School District of Phila- 
delphia has a website offering information about them ai: 

http://wwwphilsch.kl2.pa.us/adm/charter_directory.html. 

You can also find more information by writing: 

Charier Schools Program, PA Depl. of Information 

333 Market St., Harrisburg, PA 17126 

or call (717) 705-2343. 

You can also ask your school for information. 

Charier schools in Philadelphia have a wide range of focus from Cre- 
ative and Performing Arts to Mathematics, Science, and Technology to o- 
cusing on speaking multiple languages, to Architectural Design, to Health 

and Human Services. , , . , ,.■ r„. 

Here is one example of a charter schoo] that might he just the ihmgjoi 

someone who wants to get out oj school: 
YouthBuild Philadelphia Charter School 

619 Catherine St., Philadelphia, PA 19147 (215) 627-8671 

'YouthBuild is a 10-monlh construction training program that also 
offers paid work in housing renovation, classroom work towards h.gh school, 
counseling/advocacy, training in community leadership, and placement in 
jobs or continuing education with successful completion of the program. 
Basically unemployed dropouts ages 16-18 can do this program and learn 
skills, get a d.ploma, and help fix up abandoned rowhouses for sale to low- 
income families. 

Early Admissions Programs At Colleges 

Early admissions is a program which allows you to get accepted to 
college a year early and skip your senior year. M any people who would like 
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Understanding the School Addiction 

Sara Zia's Introduction 

Consider this idea: high school sucks. Even .he most obedtatt and 
devo.ed s.uden.s I* talked to, the ones who insist that they tove school 
will admit that they dislike having to ge, up so early m the "»°™ng. * ™ 
most of the rules at their schools are unreasonable and find much £ the 
information taught to them useless and irrelevant to the.r everyday toes. 
think that when they say they love school what they are trying to say ts that 

' hey The problem is that some people mistake "learning" for "schooling" 
and think that the firs, cannot exist without the second Ye. I we «* bom 
with a desire and motivation to learn. If you watch young children you w 11 
see that they are like little research scientists cons.an.ly «P>»nng£ worid 
around them and testing things for cause and effect. As we get older £« 
taught that learning is not about exploring things for ourselves but instead 
bout performing Usks or exercises for adults. We have to go to schools 
where learning and understanding are no longer treated hke tnternal mot. 
Tat on. instead Laming becomes an external demand that can only be given 
b^someone older than us. Learning becomes something that can on y hap- 

pen behind closed schoolhouse doors roughly between the hou ol 7.30am 
io 2.30pm and during our homework Learning becomes some.h.ng forced 
on us that we have no choice about or control over. Life and expe en s 
outside of school are no. given much significance or considered actual learn 

1,18 After years of this, we become used to the daily routine of school. We 
also become convinced that if someone quits school thts .Imos. ^.nly 
means that the person will be "dumb" and "uneducated and wdL neveH* 
"successful" in life. 1ft no. .rue .ha. all learmng '^J*"**™ " 
are all sons of ideas like ihese in our socie.y wh.ch people jus. a jS ume arc 
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